DORSET ROAD RACE LEAGUE

Stur Half Race Report

A dominant display from the Egdon Heath Harriers men saw them extend their lead
at the top of the First Division at the Round the Rock 10k and they were in a strong
position going into race eight of the season.

That was the Stur Half and that would provide another opportunity for reds to bring
the prospect of another league title into view. Of course, there was still plenty of work
to do yet though and their competitors will no doubt be looking to push them all the
way.

Poole AC look like they have the capability to do that and at the Stur Half, they had
one of the fastest runners in the county, Thomas Corbin, in their lineup. He recorded
the quickest lap of anyone at the Poole Festival of Running Relays and is well
capable of producing a 1:13 half marathon or quicker.

Christopher Peck, Jonathon Churchill, Giles Heaman, Corey Stoner and Adam
Davies were all in the side for Egdon Heath Harriers, giving them another formidable
line up.

Poole AC picked up the win in the Ladies’ First Division at Round the Rock, with
league leaders Poole Runners only managing fourth place. They had already won
five races though so far this season so needed only two more to confirm the league
title.

With Bournemouth AC failing to field a team at Round the Rock, the initiative in the
Men’s Second Division had been handed back to Wimborne AC as they duly
accepted the invitation for another win.

That was their fourth of the season and it was looking like it could be an intriguing
grudge match between the two clubs as they vie for promotion to the topflight. The
Stur Half would represent another crucial stage in that contest.

To begin with it was Tommy Corbin who was driving the pace at the front of the field.
Lester James of Team Bath was gate crashing in behind with Chris Peck and
Jonathan Churchill.

Kevin Willsher of Lordshill Road Runners was there was well along with
Bournemouth C pair Stuart Nicholas and Hugo Richardson who was running his first
ever road half marathon.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, it was Tommy Corbin who picked up the race win and he
finished exactly a minute ahead of Lester James who took 2nd in 1:13:22. He was
quite a way ahead of Chris Peck who claimed 3rd place in 1:15:24.



Jonathan Churchill got 4th place in 1:17:10 with Kevin Willsher taking 5th place in
1:17:31. Stu Nicholas sealed 6™ place in 1:17:48 and Hugo Richardson followed in
close behind in 1:18:02.

Luke McKenzie of Poole Runners spearheaded a side that would go on to register
their first win of the season in the Men's First Division. It was mightily close between
them and Egdon Heath Harriers though, with only three placings separating the two
teams.

Joe Godden of Poole Runners came 15" in 1:19:52 and that made him 8" scorer in
the league. Giles Heaman was next over the line in 1:20:09.

Mark Peddle, David Penwarden and Haydan Clarke sealed the win for the Poole
Runners men though, finishing as 11", 12" and 14" league scorers.

Vicki Ingham was 1st female in a time of 1:22:41 which put her 26th overall. The next
woman in was Molly Rasch who reached the line in 1:26:19. She finished 38™
overall.

It was a while before any other ladies completed the course but Julie Wargent
arrived to take the 3rd female spot in 1:32:16. Her Egdon Heath Harriers teammate
Hannah Martyn was 4th female in 1:35:37.

The Poole Runners women picked up the win though in the Ladies' First Division,
with Egdon Heath Harriers having to settle for 2nd in what was quite a close contest.
Poole AC were 3rd with Littledown Harriers in 4th.

Mark Savage of Wimborne AC just lost out to Haydan Clarke in a sprint finish so he
was 15™ scorer for the league, with Richard Brawn of Bournemouth AC coming in as
16" scorer.

Jason Christian rounded off the scoring team for Bournemouth AC and he was 27"
scorer which was enough to seal the Second Division win for the yellow and blues.

With Louis Verdi coming in as 26™ scorer and then a trio of Alistair Bunting, Damian
Huntingford and Stacey Dickinson taking 28, 29™ and 30" scoring positions,
Wimborne AC had to settle for 2" place this time.

That took the Bournemouth AC men back to the top of the table although they were
effectively level pegging with Wimborne AC for the season so far.

In the Ladies' Second Division, it was bottom of the league Dorset Doddlers who
managed a surprise win, with Wimborne AC in 2nd, Lytchett Manot Striders 3rd and
Purbeck Runners 4th. Despite not having anyone racing in the last two fixtures, the
Bournemouth AC ladies still topped the table in the Second Division.

In the Men's Third Division it was Dorset Doddlers who picked up the win ahead of
Dorchester RIOT and that was also how they are currently positioned for the season
so far.



In the Ladies’ Third Division it was Westbourne who claimed the win, with
Bournemouth Joggers taking 2nd and again, that was how the league positions
stood after eight league races.

Egdon Heath Harriers still topped the table in the Men's First Division for the season
so far, with Poole AC occupying 2nd and Poole Runners in 3rd.

A sixth league win of the season brought the Poole Runners Ladies to within one win
of confirming the league title. Poole AC were a distant 2nd with defending champions
Egdon Heath Harriers third.

It was a third second place of the season for Chris Peck in terms of league placings
and that elevated him above Dave Hicks to the top of the standings in the Men's
individual table.

That fourth place in terms of league scorers lifted Stu Nicholas to 4th in the overall
standings behind Chris Wood of Twemlow Track Club. The 3rd placed scorer
position that Jonathan Churchill managed put him in 5th place ahead of Luke Terry of
Poole AC who was 7th scorer at the Stu Half.

After her 5th win of the season, Vicki Ingham was looking untouchable at the top of
the Ladies' First Division. Hayley Martin of Poole AC was still 2nd for the season so
far with Emma Caplan of Bournemouth AC in 3rd.

The next race of the season is the Round the Lakes 10k which takes place on 29th
September. With a fast, flat course and the possibility of good conditions, that
promises to be another epic showdown, with Poole AC once again stepping up to
host the event that replaces the cancelled Hoburne 5.



